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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

Claim 8 is objected to because of the following informalities: the claim recites the 
limitation "said portal objects", when it should in fact read "said at least one portal object" 
to overcome potential antecedent basis problems. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-5 and 7-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kirk et al (US Patent 5,768,578). hereinafter Kirk. 

Regarding claim 1 , Kirk teaches an information retrieval system for retrieving 
information from a plurality of infonnation sources (col. 2, lines 1 1-14). Kirk also teaches 
a portal page including a first pane and second pane (shown in Figs. 6-7). where the first 
pane includes a knowledge map comprising a plurality of selectable nodes (taught as the 
knowledge base browser use to retrieve related documents through user interaction, at 
col. 32, lines 2-9). and where the second pane includes a portal object comprising 
information associate with the selection of a node (taught as the display of selected 
nodes in the hypertext browser of Figs. 6-7, at col. 32, lines 9-12). 
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Regarding claim 2, Kirk teaches nodes in the knowledge map displayed in 
accordance with a taxonomy, taught as the display of "world view concepts" displayed by 
a knowledge base browser as a generalization taxonomy, at col. 29, lines 20-21. 

Regarding claim 3, Kirk teaches selecting multiple nodes through a knowledge 
explorer, taught as the retrieval of information from a knowledge base through the 
selection of nodes, at col. 31 , lines 55-67. 

Regarding claim 4, Kirk teaches the gathering and filtering of information related 
to the selection of a node, taught as the display information within and filtering of 
information outside of the "world view", at col. 29, lines 28-31. 

Regarding claim 5, Kirk teaches the selection of a portal page from a plurality of 
pages arranged in a hierarchy, taught as the retrieval of information from a knowledge 
base through the selection of nodes, at col. 31 , lines 55-67. 

Regarding claim 7, Kirk teaches the display of a portal page comprised of HTML 
served in accordance with HTTP protocol, taught as the use of a hypertext browser for 
viewing information over the World Wide Web, at col. 2, lines 18-21. Hypertext browsers 
are well known in the art to display HTML documents in accordance with HTTP protocol. 

Regarding claim 8, Kirk shows in Figs. 6-7 the display of at least one portal 
object in a column and row configuration, in this case one column and one row. 
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Regarding claim 9, Kirk teaches an information retrieval system for retrieving 
information from a plurality of infonnation sources (col. 2, lines 11-14), Kirk also teaches 
transmitting a portal page to a user including a first pane and second pane (shown in 
Figs. 6-7), where the first pane includes a knowledge map comprising a plurality of 
selectable nodes (taught as the knowledge base browser use to retrieve related 
documents through user interaction, at col. 32, lines 2-9), and where the second pane 
includes a portal object comprising information associate with the selection of a node 
(taught as the display of selected nodes in the hypertext browser of Figs. 6-7, at col. 32, 
lines 9-12). 

Regarding claim 10, Kirk teaches nodes in the knowledge map displayed in 
accordance with a taxonomy, taught as the display of "world view concepts" displayed by 
a knowledge base browser as a generalization taxonomy, at col. 29, lines 20-21 . 

Regarding claim 11, Kirk teaches selecting multiple nodes through a knowledge 
explorer, taught as the retrieval of information from a knowledge base through the 
selection of nodes, at col. 31, lines 55-67. 

Regarding claim 12, Kirk teaches the gathering and filtering of information related 
to the selection of a node, taught as the display infonnation within and filtering of 
information outside of the "world view", at col. 29, lines 28-31. 

Regarding claim 13, Kirk teaches the selection of a portal page from a plurality of 
pages arranged in a hierarchy, taught as the retrieval of information from a knowledge 
base through the selection of nodes, at col. 31, lines 55-67. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1G3(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 6 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kirk and Kelts (US Publication 2002/0054134). 

Kirk has been shown supra to teach an information retrieval system for retrieving 
information from a plurality of information sources (col. 2, lines 11-14). Kirk also teaches 
transmitting a portal page to a user including a first pane and second pane (shown in 
Figs. 6-7), where the first pane includes a knowledge map comprising a plurality of 
selectable nodes (taught as the knowledge base browser use to retrieve related 
documents through user interaction, at col. 32, lines 2-9). and where the second pane 
includes a portal object comprising information associate with the selection of a node 
(taught as the display of selected nodes in the hypertext browser of Figs. 6-7, at col. 32, 
lines 9-12). 

However, Kirk fails to explicitly teach providing a list of one or more nodes of 
favorites associated with a user. 

Kelts teaches a navigation interface for the display of information from a plurality 
of information systems. Furthermore, Kelts teaches providing a list of one or more 
nodes of favorites associated with a user, taught as the use of a bookmark button for 
adding a selected station to a user's browser bookmark of Favorites list, at page 7, H 
0110. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having 
the teachings of Kirk and Kelts before him at the time of the invention to modify the 
information retrieval system of Kirk with the bookmarking ability of Kelts in order to 
obtain a system for the retrieval of information from a plurality of sources where selected 
stations or nodes may be bookmarked and stored in a list. 

One would be motivated to make such a combination for the advantage of 
immediate access of an oft-used or important node or station. See Kelts, 1[ 01 10. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The prior art relates to the web portal concept and the state of the 
art in general. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Roswell whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
5914. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 - 6:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on (703) 308-31 16. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infomnation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Application/Control Number: 10/066,308 



Art Unit: 2173 



Page 7 



Michael Roswell 
8/6/2004 




CAO (KEVIN) jflQUYEN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



